S598

clearinghouse that I hope we can put
into statute through the Luke and
Alex School Safety Act to make it per-
manent. It has become a resource
where schools across the country are
now able to, on an ongoing, real-time
basis, see whether what they have in
place is the highest standard and the
most effective. Every time there are
improvements, it is updated. It has had
a meaningful impact. There are schools
across this country that had vulnera-
bilities they didn’t recognize. Those
vulnerabilities aren’t just about phys-
ical hardening of buildings and so
forth; it is about identifying and get-
ting ahead of these problems.

Sadly, what we learned from many of
these tragedies is that, well before that
day, there are clear signs that some-
thing is about to happen.

I think one of the things that most
struck me is that multiple families
told me that as soon as the news came
out that this had happened, everyone
knew who it was. Without even having
heard the name, everyone knew who
did it because the signs had been there
and they had been missed.

The ability of school districts to now
recognize that and get ahead of it is
just one of the many innovations that
are now in place because of the work of
Max and his family in honor of their
son Alex and of all those who suffered
greatly on that day.

So I think it is important not just to
obviously remember the extraordinary
pain and horrific events of that mo-
ment but also to remember how these
brave American families have since
that day taken their pain and turned it
into action and that today, across this
country, many of our schools are bet-
ter positioned to prevent this from ever
happening to anyone else because of
what they have done with this tragedy.

I wanted to take this moment today
to commemorate and recognize their
hard work and the work they and other
families are doing not simply to raise
awareness but to spur real, concrete
action that makes a meaningful dif-
ference.

I now want to turn it over to my col-
league from Florida, who was Governor
on that terrible day and dealt with this
all firsthand.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
SHAHEEN). The Senator from Florida.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, almost 4 years ago, on February
14, 2018, the world witnessed a senseless
attack at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School in Parkland, FL.

I am proud to join my colleague Sen-
ator RUBIO to introduce this resolution
which honors the 17 victims of the
tragic shooting: Alyssa Alhadeff, Scott
Beigel, Martin Duque Anguiano, Nich-
olas Dworet, Aaron Feis, Jaime
Guttenberg, Chris Hixon, Luke Hoyer,
Cara Loughran, Gina Montalto, Joa-
quin Oliver, Alaina Petty, Meadow Pol-
lack, Helena Ramsay, Alex Schachter,
Carmen Schentrup, and Peter Wang.

I often think of these innocent lives
who were lost way too early. They were
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sons, daughters, parents, and partners.
Some were educators, athletes, musi-
cians; many of them, just kids with a
life full of promise ahead of them. My
heart breaks knowing that they will
never get to pursue their dreams and
that their families will always have a
piece of their heart missing.

Since that horrific day, I have
worked closely with many of the vic-
tims’ families to ensure no family has
to experience that again.

While I was Governor, we passed the
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School Public Safety Act to make sure
our State does everything possible to
ensure this does not happen again.

Now as a U.S. Senator, I am fighting
for improvements on the Federal level,
including the Luke and Alex School
Safety Act, named after Luke Hoyer
and Alex Schachter, which builds on
our work to keep schools safe.

I am also working with my col-
leagues to pass the bipartisan EAGLES
Act, which improves school safety for
our students and teachers and provides
more resources to law enforcement to
prevent future tragedies from hap-
pening.

While, unfortunately, we cannot
bring back the lives lost on that tragic
day nearly 4 years ago, I will always
work to honor them and do everything
in my power to protect our students
and educators and ensure they have a
safe environment to learn and succeed.

Madam President, as if in legislative
session, I ask unanimous consent the
Senate proceed to the consideration of
S. Res. 508, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 508) honoring the
memories of the victims of the senseless at-
tack at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School on February 14, 2018.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent the res-
olution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, I yield the floor.

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.
FLOOR VOTES

Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, I
want to start by thanking my friend
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from the great State of New Hampshire
for signing on to a letter I just want to
briefly describe and send the letter to
the desk.

I send a letter to the desk which has
been signed by seven Members of this
body, and we expect several more to be
added over the next day, if not this
evening.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is pretty
simple. I was thinking that my mom is
one of the few people who probably
watches C-SPAN a lot when her son is
on the floor. We have so many in-
stances where we have 90 or so Mem-
bers standing on the floor, looking at a
door to the left or the right or the rear,
wondering where that last Senator is
who is holding the vote open.

So, Mom, when I am on the floor and
looking that way, it is because we have
a Member who may be coming to vote
or maybe not.

What we have here is a situation
where any one Member is able to hold
the vote open. Out of respect for that
Member—technically, the vote could be
called after the time is called, but it is
not out of respect for our Members.

So what I have simply done is cir-
culate with my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle and say: How about
this as a proposition: If you are the
last Member to vote and your vote will
not change the outcome, then instruct
the desk and the Presiding Officer to
simply call the vote.

We had nearly 80 Members already
agree that is a reasonable proposition,
and every one of those Members has an
opportunity on an exception basis to
say: No, this vote is important to me;
you have to hold it open.

They could be caught in traffic. They
could be coming from the airport—any
number of valid reasons.

There was a vote on this this after-
noon, and the reason I missed that vote
was I am a ranking member of a sub-
committee, and the witnesses were just
about to testify. I could have held the
vote open or I could have been rude to
the witnesses and left when they pre-
pared the testimony. I felt like it was
more important to hear their testi-
mony. That vote, by the way, passed by
a huge margin. That is an example
where I am perfectly happy to show re-
spect to my colleagues, not hold the
vote open, and move on.

Tonight, we are going to have several
votes stacked up, and invariably, we
may have someone come in—I don’t
think it is malicious, but they are un-
intentionally holding up the pro-
ceedings of this body. I think if we sim-
ply have them, their scheduler, their
chief of staff, or anyone in their office
simply say ‘‘The boss has to vote on
this bill,” then they could call the
cloakroom, and the vote could be held
open, which is a tradition here.

I want to thank Senator SHAHEEN,
the Presiding Officer. I want to thank
the 77 people who have signed on to
this letter just to show that we want to
do the work of the people, we want to
do it in a timely manner, and we want
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to show the utmost respect to the
Members and to the staff who are also
held up for sometimes no good reason.

So this is a good step forward. It is a
baby step. It is not a sea change. But I
think we can change the behavior of
the Senate by being mindful of how our
actions can affect the proceedings on
the floor and every one of our cal-
endars.

So, again, Madam President, I send
that letter to the desk. I have shared a
copy of the letter with both cloak-
rooms. I will be sending a letter to Sen-
ator SCHUMER, who I understand will
gladly accept it.

Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent to have the letter printed in
the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC, February 2, 2022.
Hon. CHARLES E. SCHUMER,
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.
Hon. M1TCH MCCONNELL,
Minority Leader, U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MAJORITY LEADER SCHUMER AND MI-
NORITY LEADER MCCONNELL: As you Kknow,
despite our collective efforts to encourage
Members to vote on the Senate floor in a
timely manner, votes are often left open well
beyond the allotted time, frustrating a ma-
jority of Members from both sides of the
aisle. Often, the outcome of the vote is not
in doubt.

With this in mind and in order to expedite
floor votes, we are instructing the Presiding
Officer to close any vote in which: (a) one of
the signatories below is the last remaining
vote; and (b) the Member’s vote would not
change the outcome. However, on any par-
ticular vote, if a signatory requests that the
vote be held open, they may do so by pro-
viding notice to their Cloakroom.

Sincerely,

Thom Tillis, Angus S. King, Jr., Chris-
topher A. Coons, Roy Blunt, Shelley
Moore Capito, Patrick J. Leahy,
Kyrsten Sinema, Jon Tester, Ron John-
son, Amy Klobuchar, Jon Ossoff, John
Barrasso, Patty Murray, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Rick Scott.

Mark R. Warner, Kirsten E. Gillibrand,
Rob Portman, Mike Rounds, James
Lankford, Joni Ernst, Cynthia M. Lum-
mis, Mike Crapo, Bill Hagerty, Richard
Burr, Dan Sullivan, Debbie Stabenow,
Roger Marshall, Jerry Moran, James E.

Risch.
Tommy Tuberville, Tim Kaine, Lisa
Murkowski, John W. Hickenlooper,

Richard J. Durbin, Robert P. Casey,
Jr., Ben Sasse, Benjamin Cardin,
Tammy Duckworth, Margaret Wood
Hassan, Jack Reed, Roger F. Wicker.

Todd Young, John Boozman, Chris Van
Hollen, Michael F. Bennet, Martin
Heinrich, Robert Menendez, Richard
Blumenthal, Brian Schatz, Patrick J.
Toomey, Lindsey Graham, Steve
Daines, John Hoeven, Gary C. Peters,
Jeff Merkley.

Rand Paul, Bernard Sanders, James M.
Inhofe, Alex Padilla, Christopher Mur-
phy, Tina Smith, Cynthia Hyde-Smith,
Mike Braun, Jeanne Shaheen, Deb
Fischer, John Kennedy, Marco Rubio.

Mitt Romney, Joe Manchin, III, Sherrod
Brown, Bill Cassidy, John Cornyn,
John Thune, Mark Kelly, Cory A.
Booker, Kevin Cramer.
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Mr. TILLIS. Thank you, Madam
President. I look forward to seeing it
work in action.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
SMITH). The Senator from Illinois.

TRIBUTE TO ANTHONY FAUCI

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, our
history books are filled with the names
of great men and women who devoted
their lives to others. One who may not
be as recognizable as others is Norman
Borlaug. He was an American biologist.
He successfully developed a strain of
wheat that grew more quickly and was
disease-resistant. His work to feed the
hungry has been credited with saving a
billion lives worldwide.

Madame Marie Curie was a Polish
chemist who is remembered for her dis-
covery of radium and polonium and her
huge contribution toward finding a
treatment for cancer.

Of course, there are all the scientists
throughout history who developed life-
saving vaccines: Edward Jenner, small-
pox vaccine; Louis Pasteur, rabies; Al-
bert Calmette, TB; Leila Denmark,
whooping cough; Jonas Salk, polio. I
might add Albert Sabin, too, because 1
was a kid and remember he came up
with the oral version, which meant we
didn’t have to get a shot. Kids remem-
ber that.

These men and women will be re-
membered for improving and saving
lives with their breakthroughs in medi-
cine, agriculture, and science.

I want to nominate another person to
be remembered in that same light. His
name is Anthony Fauci. Born in 1940,
Tony Fauci, the grandson of Italian
immigrants, grew up a Yankees fan in
Brooklyn. He was the captain of his
high school Dbasketball team. He
worked construction jobs over breaks
in the summer from school.

He ultimately decided he wanted to
pursue a career in medicine. Thank
goodness he did. In 1972, Anthony Fauci
accepted a senior researcher position
at the National Institutes of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases at the National
Institutes of Health, and for the past 38
years, Dr. Fauci has been the leader of
that Institute. He has advised seven
Presidents of both political parties. He
has guided our Nation and the world
through countless public health cri-
ses—SARS, avian influenza, swine flu,
Zika, Ebola.

Aside from his work against COVID-
19, he is best known for his work on
HIV/AIDS. Anthony Fauci’s tireless ef-
forts on HIV/AIDS, both domestically
and worldwide, through the creation of
PEPFAR, the President’s Emergency
Plan for AIDS Relief, is the main rea-
son why HIV/AIDS is no longer a death
sentence.

Some of us can remember when HIV/
AIDS was first discovered. I can recall
coming to vote in the House and some-
body stopping me on the sidewalk and
saying: Did you hear Magic Johnson
has AIDS? I can remember hearings in
the House Budget Committee as a
young Congressman when we thought
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it was a death sentence that we were
all going to face eventually. There was
ultimate panic in the air, but thank
goodness there were talented people
like Tony Fauci with the nerves of
steel needed to confront that.

Harold Varmus, a former NIH Direc-
tor, once said:

PEPFAR has turned around declining life
expectancies in many countries and likely
saved some countries—even an entire con-
tinent—from economic ruin.

Larry Kramer, a prominent and well-
known AIDS activist who recently
passed away, called Dr. Fauci ‘‘the
only true and great hero’ among gov-
ernment officials of the AIDS crisis.

For his work on HIV/AIDS, Dr. Fauci
was awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom in 2008—our Nation’s highest
civilian honor—from then-President
George W. Bush, who called Dr. Fauci
“my hero.”

Dr. Fauci has devoted his career and
his life to improving public health. He
has saved countless lives here and
around the world. These days, he is
working 18 hours a day, 7 days a week,
shuttling from the NIH to the White
House and back home.

He is a classic example of American
excellence, a brilliant scientific mind.
Yet, despite all this, despite all that I
have told you about this man, some
Members of today’s Republican Party
have chosen to make him a political
target. They think attacking Dr. Fauci
will cause us to forget the real history
of COVID-19.

You see, the Republican Party has
consistently failed the American peo-
ple when it has come to COVID—from
President Trump’s refusing to take it
seriously, to the discouragement of
mask-wearing and vaccines, to pro-
moting horse tranquilizers and bleach
and bizarre theories as a cure. They
have too little courage to face their
communities and to do the hard work
of governing during this public health
crisis, so they have invented a political
target, a convenient target, on which
to focus their blame.

Instead of addressing this public
health crisis head on, they are trying
to deflect and distract from it in at-
tacking Dr. Tony Fauci. They are,
without evidence, suggesting the false
narrative that Dr. Fauci secretly and
purposely funded illicit research that
caused this virus. They are even criti-
cizing his government salary, for good-
ness’ sakes.

He accrued that salary, I might re-
mind them, over four decades of public
service, as though he wouldn’t make
twice or three times that amount in
the private sector today. They are
questioning his financials and ties to
the drug industry, even though he has
made every requested document avail-
able, and no malfeasance or conflicts
have been found.

So why do they do this? Why are they
determined to run this man down? Why
would they attack this public servant
who is working around the clock to
keep us safe?
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